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Sri C. Sridhar M.Sc.(Ag.) IAS
Municipal Commissioner and Chairman, Jal Parishat,
PATNA, Bihar.

Best Wishes

Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samithi, Bapatla is conducting the youth competitions
successfully for the 25" year. I was a new entrant to Agticultural college, Bapatla in 1991.
I came to know about the samithi and the competitions after a chance encounter with Sri
K.V.R.G. Sarma at an electrical store in Ratham Bazaar.

I participated in the competitions in 1991 and two years thereafter and moved on to
be a volunteer and then the managing committee member of the samithi. Thus the com-
petitions put me on a path of life-long study of Swami Vivekananda.

The sheer number of competitions and the planning that goes into organising them
is mind-boggling, The themes chosen for the competitions are aimed at inculcating an
understanding of the vast and rich cultural heritage of India. Apart from providing a
common competitive platform for students of various schools and colleges, the events
provide an avenue for informal interaction between youth of different institutions, often
resulting in long lasting friendships. That has been my experience.

Creativity of young minds is stimulated through these competitions. The events are
completely organised by young volunteers, thus giving them hands-on experience in sys-
tematic and well coordinated team-work. Thus the ideals of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda
are put to practical application by the samithi.

I wish the Samithi and all the participants success in their endeavours.
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